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      Romans 9:19–33  

 

          Overall Theme 

This session is part of a broader Bible study series on Romans, specifically focusing on 

Romans 9:19–33. The message centers around God's absolute sovereignty, the role of 

faith in salvation, and how both Jews and Gentiles are included in God’s redemptive 

plan. 

 

Section Breakdown 

Romans 9:19–24 – God's Sovereignty & the Creator-Creation Relationship 

• Paul uses metaphors like the potter and the clay to illustrate that God, as the 

Creator, has full authority over His creation. 

• God's sovereignty in salvation is not subject to human criticism or 

understanding. 

• Key Point: People, like clay, cannot question the potter’s intentions. God's choice 

is rooted in mercy, purpose, and divine prerogative. 

• God has prepared some as vessels for wrath and others for glory, yet all are 

given time and opportunity for repentance. 

 

 Romans 9:25–29 – Inclusion of the Gentiles & the “Remnant” of Israel 

• Paul cites Hosea and Isaiah to show that: 

o God's call extends beyond ethnic Israel to include Gentiles. 

o Even among the Jews, only a faithful remnant will be saved. 

• Introduces the biblical concept of the “remnant” (餘民), those who respond in 

faith, showing God’s promise continues despite human rebellion. 

• Message: God's plan is consistent with Old Testament prophecy—it’s not a 

deviation but a fulfillment. 

 

Romans 9:30–33 – Righteousness by Faith vs. Works 

• Contrast: Gentiles attained righteousness through faith, while Jews missed it by 

pursuing law-based righteousness. 

• Christ as the stumbling stone: Though He is the fulfillment of the law, many 

Jews rejected Him due to their reliance on legalism. 

• The core issue is faith—righteousness is granted through belief in Christ, not by 

observing the law. 
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Main Takeaways 

1. God is sovereign—He chooses how salvation history unfolds. 

2. Salvation is by faith, not by heritage or works. 

3. Both Jews and Gentiles are part of God’s people, but only those who believe in 

Christ. 

4. The “remnant” concept reminds us that God's promises remain, even when 

many fall away. 

5. Christ is the cornerstone, but also the stumbling block for those unwilling to 

accept Him by faith. 

 

 Life Application Points 

• Approach God’s sovereignty with humility and trust. 

• Recognize salvation is not earned but received through faith. 

• Let go of “doing good first to be accepted”; instead, accept grace and live out 

transformation. 

• Embrace Christ as the true fulfillment of God’s promises, the end (telos) of the 

law. 

 


